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... And Now for the MetPlan 


MetPlan — a plan for the future of Melbourne’s 
Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA). Metropolitan 
public transport compared to country rail services, at 
least has a future. MetPlan sets out to formulate a 
strategic planning base for this need. This article is a 
companion to STAP — A Plan for the Future. While 
not so theoretically based, the article reviews the 
MetPlan discussion paper, issued for comment in 
December 1987. This paper when compared to STAP, 
consists of one booklet. It is obvious that the budget 
allocation for MetPlan was a lot higher than that for 
STAP, it is liberally sprinkled with black and white 
photographs, with a number of multi coloured graphs. 

The paper’s primary goals are set out in the foreword 
— ‘to provide a framework for decisions on the future 
development, operation, staffing and financing of 
Melbourne’s public transport system to the year 2000 
and beyond. It must not only seek to ensure that more 
is achieved with available resources, but also to direct 
planning for the future towards areas of greatest need.’ 

To do this, it reviews current government policies 
and objectives, Melbourne’s urban transport develop- 
ment history, the current financial and staffing situa- 
tion, the future needs of public transport in Melbourne 
and finally presents three different strategies for the 
development of these services. In this well presented 
document, the prime difficulty the writer has is with 
the basic planning assumption that Melbourne’s 
population will grow from the present 3 million to 
around 3.4 million by the year 2001. In a criticism of 
the paper, it could be said that it is too slickly presented 
and somewhat trumpet blowing. In saying how well the 
MTA is going, it tends to gloss over some of its prob- 
lems. One could conclude that it is biased towards 
buses, and perhaps even trams. 


MetPlan — Background, and the Paper itself 

The MTA’s basic stated aim is to improve services, so 
they are attractive to the community and to formulate 
strategies so that changing travel needs and expecta- 
tions can be met. Some of the MTA’s key projects to 
achieve this objective are: 


complete replacement of Harris trains, 

more articulated trams, 

new buses, 

move out of Jolimont yards to new suburban sites, 
completion of various projects to improve infrastruc- 


ture reliability, such as electric overhead reconstruc- 
tion. 


As with the State Transport Authority, the MTA has 
instigated or is considering a number of cost contain- 
ment projects. So far, many of these have not had a 
great impact upon staffing levels. The development of 
MetPlan to cater for the future growth of Melbourne, 
is based upon a recent Victorian Government planning 
document ‘Shaping Melbourne for the Future’. This 
document sets out the land use objectives of govern- 
ment and where Melbourne’s growth will occur in the 
future. 

Capital investment has been quite high since the for- 
mation of the MTA. Reduced government sector 
spending compared to recent years will require careful 
examination of future investment proposals, operating 
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costs and practices, and the introduction of new tech- 
nology and service levels. It is expected that this need 
to contain investment and subsidies will commence to 
impact particularly on staff levels. Consultation with 
unions, government agencies, local government and 
interest groups is a major element of the plan prepara- 
tion. One of the aims of the paper is to prepare an 
Industry Development Agreement between public 
transport unions and government. Timing of the plan 
preparation called for a draft plan, presenting a prefer- 
red strategy be available in January 1988, with the final 
report produced by April 1988. This seemingly rushed 
timetable no doubt saw a lot of overtime and perahaps 
a rushed analysis of options. 


Melbourne’s Urban Development and its Public 
Transport System 


This chapter takes a detailed look at why Melbourne’s 
system has developed as it has, historical trends in 
patronage, population, car ownership, employment, 
urban development and public transport usage factors. 
One issue among many that is reviewed is that relating 
to, where the workers with jobs in the Central 
Activities District live. The study concludes that they 
are clustered primarily around the rail lines — par- 
ticularly Ringwood and Glen Waverley. Many interest- 
ing graphs, such as patronage related to time, trends of 
City tram patronage, average age of fleet, vehicles in 
use by time of day, trip length and passenger per vehi- 
cle are presented, as well as urban development trends. 
For example, in the 13 years (1974-87), the average 
age of the tram fleet has dropped from 38 years to 27, 
trains from 31 to 10, Met buses from 15 to 9, while 
contract buses have stayed about 8 years. One very 
interesting graph, shows intensity of peak loadings on 
tram and train services, comparing various services 
with the number of seats available and the number of 
passengers. There appears to be some inaccuracies in 
this graph, which are discussed later. It is a pity that it 
does not extend to buses as well, for it could show dra- 
matically the transition points between the various ser- 
vice modes. 

The patrons of the Met are primarily those who do 
not have access to vehicles or are unable to drive. 
These are: 


* central city workers, or visitors, 

* students, 

* low income people, 

* aged people, 

* disabled people. 

In general, the chapter notes that the public transport 
patronage reached a low in 1982 — 90 trips/head, and 


has now risen to some 100/head; but is still a lot lower 
than that of Sydney — 190/head. 


The Financial and Staffing Picture 


This chapter commences with the following state- 
ments: ‘MetPlan seeks not only to show how the Met 
can respond to the long term public transport needs of 
Melbourne residents but also how it will manage under 
conditions of financial restraint, how it will provide 
staff with secure and satisfying employment, and how 
it involves staff and unions in planning for change. 
Community benefits of the Met extend well beyond 
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the direct benefits to passengers. Public transport con- 
tributes significantly to the development of urban form 
and the quality of the urban environment. The value of 
this to the metropolitan community and the state 
justifies subsidies for services.’ 

Capital investment in Metropolitan Transport up to 
the commencement of the construction of the Under- 
ground Loop was low compared to that of the late 
1970s and into the 1980s. This higher level of invest- 
ment has continued and has been particularly aimed at 
catching up a major maintenance backlog. The chapter 
notes that no major expansion of the tram and train 
networks are currently planned for the next five years. 
However, vehicle replacement will continue, as will 

continued investment is asset maintenance and other 
essential improvements. The latter two items require a 
current expenditure of some $77m per annum alone. 
| Cost containment is to be aimed at the various mainte- 
nance activities, station manning, and vehicle crewing, 
while still maintaining service standards. The docu- 
ment realises that this containment cannot continue ad 
infinitum, without reducing service standards. To 
offset costs it is hoped that patronage growth and 
increased fare revenue will assist. The increase in fares 
over recent years has fallen slightly behind that of CPI. 
The low point in suburban patronage occurred in the 
early 1980s at a time when fare increases were outstrip- 
ping both the rise in CPI and average weekly earnings 
of Melbourne comuters. 

In 1986/7 revenue covered some 43% of operating 
costs. Average earnings per trip is about 68 cents in 
staffing terms, about 14,100 people are cureently 
needed by the MTA to operate and support its services. 


ment. (P L Moore) 
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The State government’s productivity improvement 
target of 1.5%/year is beginning to bite into staff levels, 
with a planned reduction of 740 for the 1987/88 year. 
This has a major impact on industrial relations and 
MetPlan notes that extensive consultation will be 
needed to bring in these changes. 


Melbourne’s Future Public Transport Needs 


Changes in Melbourne’s population distribution over 
the next 15 years is not only confined to growth in the 
outer areas, but changes as well in the existing 
suburbs. Change will also occur in employment dis- 
tribution and travel needs. These will impact upon the 
MTA, in its provision of public transport services. 
Growth of the metropolitan area is planned to be prin- 
cipally in the Plenty and Berwick corridors. The actual 
growth areas will be controlled by the planning 
authorities. Changes in employment patterns are 
examined with the future growth areas expected to be 
to the south and east. The central area is expected to 
grow only relatively slowly. The development of the 
district centre concept by planning authorities will have 
a major impact upon transport needs and in the provi- 
sion of local services to these designated areas. The 
central city area work trips are seen as the primary 
market for public transport. MetPlan envisages an 
emphasis placed on the development of services to this 
area in order to maximise renenue. This emphasis will 
impact primarily upon existing rail and tram networks, 
while buses will be used to effect transport to the dis- 
trict centres. 

The ageing of suburbs followed by their rejuvena- 
tion concerns not only education and social planners, 


Suburban EMUs at Macaulay siding in 1980. Each type has either disappeared, about to disappear or is due for refurbish- 
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but transport planners as well. This requires a con- 

tinual review of the type and nature of services pro- 

vided to specific areas to match population needs. 

Examples are: 

* A decrease in demand for work trips in the estab- 
lished eastern, north eastern and southern suburbs 
as the population ages, children continue to leave 
home to establish their own households and the 
number of local job opportunities grow. 

* An increase in demand for off-peak trips in estab- 
lished suburbs as the population ages and where the 
number of households without cars increase. 

* An ‘increase in demand for school trips in outer 
suburbs as children reach secondary school age. 


Future Strategies 

Forward planning in the past has virtually been negligi- 
ble and then often oriented to private transport. Three 
strategies are considered by the discussion document. 
These are: 


1. Maximise public transport opportunities. This 
strategy aims to increase market share with a wide 
coverage and high frequency of services. Invest- 
ment in vehicles, infrastructure remains high, with 
rail services to be expanded to new areas. An equal 
service would be provided irrespective of need. 
Employment levels would rise, both within and 
outside the industry. 

2. Maintain present market share, not the ‘as is’ 
strategy, but tailoring service to give a coverage and 
frequency that is generally acceptable. Investment 
would be selective and services would be tailored to 


areas of high need and high patronage potential. 
Employment would be stable after an initial period 
of restructuring. 

3. Minimum cost system where the peak market size 
would remain stable, but off peak travel would 
further decline. A basic service would be provided 
with investment needed only to maintain this. 
Priority would be given to city commuters and 
areas of high needs. Employment levels would con- 
tinue to decline as would employment in external 
service industries. 

The following table shows the initial projected financial 

impacts of the various strategies. 


Strategy 1 2 3 
Investment level $190m $160m $130m 
(1986/87 dollars) p.a. p.a. p.a. 
Subsidy Level 

compared with 

current after 46% 2% 19% 
15 years above below below 
Cost recovery 

after 15 years 47% 47% 43% 
Net cost per 

passenger trip $1.37 $1.30 $1.52 


Discussion of Paper 

The most important assumption in the whole paper, 
concerns the growth of Melbourne. This is taken as 
420,000 additional people over the next 15 years. What 
happens if this is 320,000? The Met could be caught 


A refurbished Harris set passes under the Dorcas St bridge at South Melbourne on a line that has now been given over to 
light rail vehicles. Sun.15.3.87. (M Vandyk) 
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An example of the Met’s latest EMU in its original livery arrives at Laburnum on Sun.20.11.83. (Paul Jordan) 


with too many services, while conversely, if it is 
520,000 or more, insufficient services. The danger of 
the assumptions are shown in an older Melbourne 
Transport Plan, and the resultant planning that took 
place following it; the 1969 Melbourne Transport 
Plan*. This predicted a 1985 population of 3.7m, it was 
actually 2.91m; that the number of cars/1000 people in 
Victoria would be 354, it was actually 460, and that the 
saturation point on the roads would be reached at 380 
cars/1000. MetPlan at the discussion paper stage does 
not allow for a range in the population or other esti- 
mates. The only graph which does show some range of 
prediction is one originated from a graph of the Minis- 
try of Planning and Environment showing regional 
employment projections. MetPlan should allow for 
some range in its prediction and set up a form of 
monitoring indicators for this. 

One could be easily drawn to the conclusion that 
changes over the past few years have seen an increase 
in management staff to the detriment of the productive 
workforce. Chapter four which details the financial and 
Staffing picture does not address the recent growth in 
corporate overheads of the MTA, nor identify it in cost 
terms. The recent splitting of the Tram and Bus Divi- 
sion will no doubt see another bout of empire building. 


Max. No. of Seats per hour 


Service MetPlan Author 
Bundoora 900 450 
East Preston 1000 1050 
East Burwood 450 600 
East Malvern 550 400 
Wattle Park 1100 420 


A quick check was carried out on some of the tram 
service seat capacities shown on the Intensity Peak 
Loading graph. This was done by multiplying the max- 
imum number of timetabled services in an hour by the 
number of seats in either a W or Z class tram. The 
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following table compares the MetPlan graph with the 
author’s calculations. While I do not know the source 
of the Met’s figures, it does show that there should be 
some additional checks made before basing decisions 
upon them. 

As noted in the introduction of this article, the paper is 
biased towards the Met organisation and just how good 
a job it is doing. It does not point out sufficiently well 
the bad aspects of the services. 

A similar situation could occur in the Met as in V/ 
Line, that the plan could be thwarted by power plays 
between the various players, or by political com- 
promises. A benefit that the Met has in its favour, is 
that its market is growing, and its share is reasonably 
steady, even perhaps on a slow upward trend. 


Conclusions 


The document itself is a very readable, well set out, but 
with some shortcomings. These could well negate the 
positive aspects of the project. The other important 
concern is with the assumptions that have been made, 
particularly with respect to population growth. The 
paper in its final version needs to allow for some range 
in population growth. This will enable the organisation 
to set up monitoring systems to ensure that the public 
transport systems being provided are meeting the goals 
set to the organisation by government. 

It would be good to see an accurate graph showing 
intensity of service usage in peak periods, for this 
would give an excellent indication of what type of ser- 
vices should be provided and also acts as an indicator 
of passenger comfort. 

As with STAP, MetPlan is a beginning of strategic 
planning by a major government agency. If such plan- 
ning is not carried out, wastage of resources, or 
damage to the social fabric or the community can easily 
occur. The MetPlan discussion paper, while having its 
deficiencies shows that the Met is on the right path. 
*Doubleday W, The 1969 Melbourne Transport Plan 
Revisted, Australian Railway Enthusiast, March 1984, p.4. 
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The May Intermediate Draft MetPlan 


The Met issued the intermediate draft of MetPlan dur- 
ing May 1988. The discussion paper issued in October 
1987 is reviewed elsewhere in this issue of Newsrail. 
The Met in this draft strategy has adopted the first of 
its proposed strategies in the discussion paper, that is 
maximise public transport opportunities. They believe 
that the proposals are realistic and achievable within 
current levels of capital expenditure and with a reduced 
level of Government subsidy. The proposals are most 
certainly optimistic, and make a number of vital 
assumptions, such as continued government support 
for the organisation, acceptance by the unions of job 
reductions, and that patronage will increase. 

The prime features of the draft document are the 
expansion of the heavy rail network and the creation of 
a light rail system. New cross town bus routes, to be 
known as MetLink are also proposed. Some expansion 
of the tram network and local bus network is planned 
for as well. The prime goal of MetPlan is to make the 
public transport system a viable alternative to travel by 
car. Other goals are to provide an efficient, attractive 
and integrated network of various modes and to max- 
imise the benefits of public transport. 


Patronage target: A principal assumption of the draft 
document is that patronage growth of 20 percent over 
the next five years (or 1.25 percent per annum) will 
exceed the expected population growth of 15 percent. 
The document notes that this will only be achieved if 
the organsiation and its staff provide a safe, reliable, 
convenient and friendly service. 


Resourcing — The other prime assumption is that the 
level of government support will continue for capital 
works, though a more efficient operation will be 
necessary to reduce ongoing subsidies. If the full plan 
was implemented, it is expected that staffing would 
drop by some 1400 positions overall from 11800 and 
that cost recovery would reach the target of 50 percent. 


General Features: 


Heavy Rail. Development of interchanges to other 
modes, completion of overhead rehabilitation by 1989, 
thermit welding of rails by 1991, 98 percent of all 
scheduled services to be operated and 95 percent of all 
services operated within 5 minutes of published time. 
Lines will be operated in groups to maximise effi- 
ciency. All Harris trains to be phased out by 1989, 
Hitachi trains to be refurbished, and examination of 
the use of double deck trains to be made. 


Light Rail and Tram Networks. Improve and upgrade 
some tram lines to light rail, continue fairway 
programme, provide wheelchair accessibility on new 
light rail lines, upgrade depots, and replace W class cars 
with articulated vehicles. 

Fare and Ticketing Systems. Examine present system, 
introduce off system ticket sales, stored value tickets 
and validation machines on trains. More roving ticket 
examiners to be provided. 


Network Extensions: These are primarily confined to 
the outer areas of Melbourne and have been grouped 
regionally. There are many additions proposed to the 
bus network as well. 
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Western. Duplicate track between Altona Junction and 
Laverton, extend electrification to Sydenham and 
Calder, upgrade railcar service to Melton and Bacchus 
Marsh, extend trams from West Maribyrnong to 
Avondale Heights and from Essendon Airport to Air- 
port West. 

Northern. Extend electrified line from Epping to 
Mernda, and from Broadmeadows to Coolaroo, extend 
tram from Bundoora to South Morang, and upgrade 
services in the Upfield corridor and rail services to 
Sunbury. 


Eastern. Increase capacity on Ringwood line, extend 
tram from Burwood East to Knox City and construct a 
light rail line from Nicholson Street to Doncaster 
Shoppingtown. 


Southern. Extend electrification from Frankston to 
Baxter, increase capacity on Pakenham line, and 
extend light rail from St. Kilda to Elwood. 


The plan while being ambitious and admirable is very 
dependent upon government support. A change of 
government could well see the whole plan being 
shelved. To prevent this The Met must get the basic 
principles accepted quickly by the unions and the initial 
stages of the implementation underway. While this 
may not involve at first the extension of services to 
new areas, it must involve the gains in efficiency, 
reliability and attractiveness to commence to 
demonstrate the potential to grow the patronage levels 
and to provide better cost recovery. 
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The Stringybark Express 


_ The society’s first train for the year was to Albury - 
Wahgunyah over the Australia Day weekend. The 
original plan was to use a DERM within Victoria but 
due to mechanical failures there were only two in ser- 
vice a fortnight before the tour, 56 and 58. The former 
was unacceptable due to insufficient seating after 
modification and we had our fingers crossed 58 would 

keep going but this was not to be. While returning 
from Bacchus Marsh on Wednesday evening, 20th 

_ January the main generator blew up, rendering the 
motor unavailable. The organiser spent most of Thurs- 

day, 21st January on the telephone and by the end of 
the day a substitute train had been arranged through 

the kind cooperation of the Seymour Loco Preserva- 
tion Group and V/Line. 

Saturday 23rd January saw 53 members and friends 
depart Spencer Street on the 12 30 down Seymour 
pass. hauled by N472. Breakfast next morning was a bit 
crowded as we were joined by 50 members of our NSW 
division under the leadership of Bob Ritchie who had 
come down to join us. They took T320 and the mixed 
to Wahgunyah while we rode the XPT to Corowa. Alb- 
ury platform was crowded with nearly 500 people as 
the two trains had a parallel run into the platform for 
the benefit of the photographers before both trains 
departed at 08 00 in opposite directions. With the XPT 
built up to its maximum number of cars and every seat 
taken it took a bit longer than anticipated to get to 160 
km/h but once there it held it quite easily. 
| Culcairn was reached at 08 23 and after the driver 

changed ends, the points for the branch to Corowa 
were set and we were away at 08 35, this being the first 
time our XPT had travelled on a pioneer branch line. 

We were amazed at the reasonally high speed the train 

was allowed on the branch and how well it rode, the 

_ track was certainly in a better condition than some of 

| our branch lines in Victoria. There were a number of 

speed restrictions on bridges and curves for the train as 
well as a number of times we had to slow down for 
sheep on the line. Large crowds greeted the train as we 
passed by as it had received a lot of publicity in the dis- 
trict and the train had a number of VIPs and special 
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guests on board. Arrival at Corowa was a little late at 
10 05 and we were greeted by a very large crowd. The 
Federation Festival is held here every Australia Day 
weekend and people had come from miles around to 
join in the celebrations and have a good time. 


After stowing our luggage and taking many photos, 
we all went to the main street to see their annual pro- 
cession that would rival Moomba for its size. There 
were all sorts of floats, bands, marching girls, army 
troop carriers, farm equipment, clowns, and even a 
small group on ride-on lawn mowers. Everyone joined 
in the mood of the occasion and had a good time. At 
12 30 we assembled at the station where we joined a 
bus to go over to join our train for home. Our depar- 
ture was 15 minutes late at 13 15 as the bus had to 
make two trips to fit us all in. Once underway the sway- 
ing of the cars told us we were back in Victoria and 
everyone relaxed for a leisurely journey home. We had 
a photostop at Rutherglen before rolling into the junc- 
tion at Springhurst for a crew change. Once we were 
out beside the Hume Highway our mixed consist cer- 
tainly turned heads and after stops for safeworking and 
photostops at Glenrowan and Avenel we rolled to a 
stop at Seymour at 17 25. Our train terminated here 
and after it shunted to the compound of the Seymour 
Preservation Group all the passengers and enjoyed a 
barbecue and a look around while we waited to travel 
home on the up Cobram passenger service. There were 
a number of volunteers around who showed everyone 
through the complex and answered all questions put to 
them. J515 was the centre of attention as it is nearing 
completion of a major restoration programme and 
everyone looked forward to its return to service. 


We all assembled on the platform for our 18 46 
departure for home and we arrived in Melbourne a 
couple of minutes early at 20 00 and so ended a short, 
interesting interstate weekend tour. The society would 
like to thank everyone involved with the organising 
and operating of the tour, especially V/Line who were 
most helpful after the DERM failed and we had to find 
a replacement train. 


| T320 shunts goods wagons at Benalla prior to departure of the ‘Stringybark Express’ Sat.23.1.88. (John Green) 
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Back from Bendigo and Beyond 


Easter 1941 


In Newsrail recently I told of the journey undertaken 
by Jack McLean, Keith Hayter and myself over the 
first two days of the Easter break of 1941 when we 
visited Korong Vale, Wycheproof and Ultima, finally 
to arrive at Swan Hill on Saturday evening by bus. We 
were to return to Melbourne on Easter Monday. There 
was nothing doing railwaywise in Swan Hill on Sunday 
and we managed to fill in the time somehow. I was able 
to note in the station yard D3 locos 628, 649 and 666. 
We were at Swan Hill station on Monday morning in 
good time to catch the No.50 train for Bendigo, the one 
which formed the traditional noon departure for 
Melbourne. At Swan Hill the train comprised D3668, 
18ABL, 39BPL, 8BW, 43BW, 20AW and 23CE. I am 
not sure where D3668 came from as it wasn’t in the 
yard on Sunday. Perhaps it came up on an overnight 
goods. Number 50 departed right on time at 08 30 for 
the run to Kerang. We waited two minutes at Lake 
Boga for no reason worth recording but at Lake Charm 
we crossed a down goods hauled by D3666, one of the 
engines seen at Swan Hill the day before. 

Kerang was reached at 09 27 (nine minutes late) and 
here the party split up. Keith and I detrained to join the 
‘tram’ to Koondrook while the ‘third man’ went on to 
Bendigo and had planned to return from Bendigo via 
Inglewood, Dunolly and Maryborough, a journey 
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possible only on Mondays. From Maryborough his 
return would take him via Ballarat and Geelong. 
(Newsrail 10/79). Keith and I waited for the Kerang - 
Koondrook Tramway’s train to move from No.2 road 
into the platform. It was only a short affair with the 
square box-shaped Sentinel locomotive hauling VR 
wagons 72T (ice van), 442U (louvre van) and the 
Tramway’s own Mallee Car, neither Keith nor I have 
recorded any form of brake van, so I guess there 
wasn’t one, a contention confirmed by the photograph. | 

Departure from Kerang was at 09 40, ten minutes 
later than the time shown in the VR country time table 
with the run to Koondrook as leisurely as expected but 
none the less enjoyable for that. The sleepy riverside | 
terminus was reached at 10 25 having lost no more 
time. By 11 44 (18 late) the train was ready to return, 
this time it was a much more presentable affair. For the 
run back to Kerang the sentinel had to cope with three 
U vans plus 72T (which had been loaded with butter in 
the meantime) together with the Mallee car and the 
Tramway’s own individually labelled Z van (No.122). 
Kerang was reached at 12 40, the train making up eight 
minutes on the way. 

The afternoon passenger train was not due to leave 
until 15 23 and No.44 goods was at the station and 
would depart as soon as the Koondrook loading was 


The Kerang and Koondrook tramway’s own Mallee car at the rear of the train. (Jim Harvey) 
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Sentinel locomotive waiting to depart from Koondrook. (Jim Harvey) 


attached. So it was into the office to sign the necessary 
indemnity form and board Z van No.191 hoping to ride 
No.44 with 36 vehicles for 395 tons all the way to Ben- 
_ digo. But this was not to be. At Raywood (where we 
arrived at 16 46) we were told that Control had decided 
that No.44 would be side tracked for the up passenger 
train which had replaced the railmotor for the day. So 
out we got for a half hour wait. While there, 2-8-0 
N115 went through on a down goods and at 17 14 our 
train arrived with yet another D3. This time it was 
No.647 hauling 19BPL, 3BPL, 5APL, 23BW, 37BW 
and 11CW. After one minute we were on our way 
reaching Bendigo on time at 18 00. 


Heavy return traffic from Bendigo was foreseen by 
the compilers of C6/41, the special holiday time table 
for Easter 1941. In addition to providing return trains 
| for the holiday makers who travelled north on Black 
| Thursday and Good Friday, they had to find accom- 
| modation for the large number of day excursionists 
who flocked to Bendigo on Easter Monday for the 
Annual Charity Fair. Two extra morning down trains 
had been scheduled from Melbourne for the day trip- 
_ pers. The time table clerks considered that the 14 trains 
from Bendigo to Spencer Street scheduled between 
11 30 and 20 50 would be sufficient for the projected 
traffic and I guess most people would have agreed with 
them. The problem was that the travellers had their 
own ideas as to the time of day they preferred to travel. 


| The train designated for passengers returning from 
| Swan Hill (B18) was due out of Bendigo at 18 20, ten 
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minutes ahead of the normal service (No.94) which 
was to cater for the roadside traffic. B18 was to stop at 
Castlemaine, Kyneton, Woodend, Sunbury, Sunshine, 
Footscray and North Melbourne arriving at Spencer 
Street station at 21 25. Returning to Bendigo’s No.2 
platform after doing battle at the refreshment room 
counter we found our train had been augmented by 
43BPL, 69G, 124B, 38BPL with engines A2s 964 and 
922. Unfortunately the nine cars on the train proved 
inadequate for the number of passengers wishing to 
travel. As we had no hope of getting a seat we were 
forced to ride in the corridor of 23BW astride our 
World War 1 vintage back-packs. We were not alone. 
The corridor was crowded with passengers either 
standing or sitting awkwardly on their luggage. After 
departing bendigo one minute late three more were 
lost by the time Castlemaine was cleared. At Kyneton, 
the train was seven minutes behind schedule, one 
minute of which could be attributed to a delay at 
Malmsbury. Unscheduled stops at Riddell (one 
minute) and Clarkefield (three minutes) contributed 
to further late running which by Sunbury had aggreg- 
ated 16 minutes. Looking at the time table it would 
appear that the delays were caused by having to wait 
Line Clear for a late running 1805 from Bendigo 
scheduled to stop at the same stations as B18. After 
Sunbury the run was better as the arrival time at 
Spencer Street station at 21 37 was only 12 minutes 
late. And so ended our participation in the most exten- 
sive rail passenger service ever offered the citizens of 
Victoria. The like we would never experience again. 
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Preservation — Towards the 


Year 2000 and Beyond 


Some thirty-eight years ago the question was first 
officially posed as to what should be done to preserve 
and accommodate examples of historic locomotives 
and rollingstock. Recommendations were made by the 
then Science Museum to the State Government and 
Victorian Railways. Subsequently, co-inciding with the 
VR Centenary in 1954, the Railway Department 
restored for static display, 0-6-0 T94 and 2-4-2 E236, 
and three X, Y and YZ six wheeled carriages in opera- 
ble condition. No further positive action eventuated 
until, through the initiative of the Australian Railway 
Historical Society Victorian Division, the Railway 
Museum was opened at North Williamstown in 
November 1962. Over the next twenty-six years, space 
at the original Railway Museum site has long been 
inadequate. More exhibits than those already on dis- 
play are stored off site awaiting room to eventually 
become available to enable them to be restored for 
public inspection. Similar problems have progressively 
become the concern of the live steam preservationists. 
Above all else, in regard to both static and live preser- 
vation, there has been the urgent need to provide a 
roof over our heads before the numerous exhibits 
either rust or rot away beyond redemption. Already, 
several locomotives and carriages have had to be vir- 
tually rebuilt. Due to the ravages of open storage, the 
task becomes one of continual maintenance rather 
than just a one-off restoration job to be admired for 
generations to come. Exhibits in the open begin to 
deteriorate from the moment the new coat of paint 
dries. I well remember seeing the hopelessness of it all 
several years ago when helping with the mammoth 
task of repainting H220, Heavy Harry. Despite treat- 
ment with anti-rust chemicals, the locomotive was 
showing signs of new rust, even before the job was 
finished. Yet, on the other hand, a prime example of 
the value of roofed accommodation has been the 
storage of the three Veteran Train X, XY and YZ car- 
riages inside Newport Workshops. Thirty-four years 
after their original restoration they are in almost as 
good as condition as they were when first used for the 
VR Centenary in 1954. 

Operating locomotives and rollingstock suffer simi- 
lar problems. Back in 1965 when the Commissioners’ 
Engine, 4-6-0, D3639 was retired from official duties 
to become the Vintage Engine for use on steam 
specials it was appropriately placed inside Newport 
Workshops under locked security. Come the early 
morning of one of the first tours, no one could find the 
key of the door to obtain access to light up D3639. 
There and then, roofed, secure accommodation for 
steam locomotives was placed in the ‘too hard’ basket 
by officialdom, and the Old Girl plus all her relatives 
have been condemned to open storage in Melbourne 
ever since. Apart from the ravages of the weather, the 
lack of security occasioned by open storage is an invita- 
tion to vandals and thieves who continually wreck the 
labours of volunteer preservationists. 

Now, almost four decades since it all began, Vic- 
toria’s sympathetic and understanding new Director 
General of Transport, John King, with the co-opera- 
tion of the Minister for Transport, Jim Kennan, has 
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recommended that a feasibility study be undertaken to 
ascertain the worth and practicability of establishing a 
transport museum, workshop and operational depot 
for rail, tram and possibly bus transportation on a 
Government owned site of the former Spotswood 
Railway Workshops. The Director General issued 
invitations to preservation groups to attend a special 
meeting to launch the proposal at Transport House on 
18th May. Apart from representatives from the Minis- 
try for Transport, V/Line and the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority Rail Division, the following groups 
attended: Association of Railway Enthusiasts, Aus 
Steam/Flying Scotsman Services, Australian Feder- 
ated Union of Locomotive Enginemen, Australian 
Railway Exploration Association, Australian Railway 
Historical Society Victorian Division, Australian Rail- 
way Union, Bellarine Peninsula Railway, Castlemaine 
& Maldon Railway, Central Highlands Tourist Rail- 
way, Emerald Tourist Railway Board, Museum of Vic- 
toria, Seymour Loco Steam Preservation Group, 
Steamrail Victoria (Steam and ElecRail Division), 707 
Operations and Yarra Valley Tourist Railway. 

Mr King explained that the Minister for Transport 
had agreed to defer the sale of the Spotswood 
Workshops site to enable the feasibility of it becoming 
a transport museum, workshop and operational depot 
to be investigated. Success of the proposal would 
depend upon a common desire by those involved in 
transport preservation to explore the option. A move 
to Spotswood would not be a threat to the indepen- 
dence of those groups participating and there would 
still be the same need for voluntary input with some 
Government funding. The proposal had come about 
following representations by the ARHS Railway 
Museum for approval to transfer their exhibits to the 
historic buildings of the Newport Workshops, adjacent 
to the Newport College of TAFE. Although this area 
had become surplus to V/Line use and most likely 
would have been made available to the Railway 
Museum, it was now required by the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority Rail Division as an out depot follow- 
ing the failure to obtain a site at Nunawading as part of 
the Jolimont Maintenance Depot Decentralisation 
Project. Mr King pointed out that Spotswood is the last 
site available in Melbourne for a combined museum- 
preservation venture. The aim of the feasibility study 
to be undertaken by a consultant would be to present 
the Minister for Transport with options, likely costs, 
staging details and other relevant aspects. He stated 
that he had no preconceived ideas although it was logi- 
cal to explore the establishment of a static museum, 
shared workshops’ facilities with some redundant 
equipment from Newport Workshops, an operational 
depot, miniature railway, educational facility, static and 
running trams and buses, 

Mr John Hearsch stated that V/Line was interested 
in the proposal and approached it with an open mind. 
The concept was commendable, although there was a 
fundamental reservation that it would be expensive. 
Mr King agreed that full development costs would be 
significant. However, it might be many years before 
the full potential of the site is realised. Even if a little 
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funding became available in the first couple of years, at 
least the site would be secured. Mr Bill Sidebottom 
believed the site to be very suitable and firmly sup- 
ported the role of the volunteer. The Museum of Vic- 
toria also has exhibits in its possession of a transport 
nature, many of which are not on public display. There 
was a need to co-ordinate the development of 
industrial type museum at the Board of Works old 
pumping station in Douglas Parade, Spotswood, on the 
banks of the Yarra River (ref. Melways 44-B-12) and 
the workshops site in Melbourne Road (ref. Melways 
55-J-1). In a long term plan, the two museums could 
be linked by a historical tram service. Mr Frank 
Hussey, Divisional Secretary of the AFULE said that 
his union fully supported the Spotswood proposal. 
There must be proper running shed facilities. At pre- 
sent there was no proper inspection pit or crew 
amenities. 

Mr Geoff Peterson, ARHS President agreed that 
there was an urgent need for the Railway Museum 
exhibits to be placed under cover as they were 
deteriorating faster than the volunteer workers could 
keep up with. Mr Ted Godwin, Chairman of Steamrail 
supported the feasibility study, provision of upgraded 
servicing facilities, covered area for locomotive main- 
tenance and carriage restoration and storage. There 
were some concerns about the suitability of some of 
the existing buildings at Spotswood. It would be essen- 
tial to have harmony between the personnel of static 
and operating museums and adequate funding for the 


-movement of rollingstock and equipment. Much hard 


work had already gone into establishing the Steamrail 
Depot at Newport. The Director General agreed that 
there had to be funds to cover the setting up of the new 


museum. He was also aware that there were per- 
sonality difficulties between some of the various 
preservation groups. For preservation to succeed, 
whether at separate locations or combined at one site, 
the differences in personalities had to be resolved. 


The proposed site was within reasonable walking dis- 
tance from Spotswood station and close to the West 
Gate Freeway. Provision could be made for off-street 
car parking which is lacking at the Champion Road 
museum. There would be 24 hour rail access to the 
main Geelong line between Spotswood and Newport 
stations. In the long term, shuttle trips may operate 
along the Newport - Sunshine Loop line which passes 
the site boundary, on a similar basis to those run by the 
Rail Transport Museum of New South Wales. 


Representatives from a number of other groups pre- 
sent gave their support to the concept. A Steering 
Committee was formed comprising the following: John 
King (Chairman) (MOT), Bob Wilson (Secretary) 
(MOT), John Hearsch (V/Line), Lyndon Helsby 
(AFULE), Bill Sidebottom (Museum of Victoria), 
Neil Pearson (ARHS-V), Ted Godwin (Steamrail), 
Graeme Rayson (707 Operations), David Watson 
(Seymour Loco Steam Preservation Group and The 
Met), Tony Sell (Tramway Museum Society of Vic- 
toria), Don Potts (ElecRail). Other groups not directly 
associated with the Melbourne site also offered assis- 
tance with the proposal. It was anticipated that the 
Committee would meet in June to consider the terms 
of reference and select one of three consultancy firms 
for recommendation to the Minister for Transport. 
The consultants report would need to be finalised by 
the end of 1988 for submission to the Government. 


R707, City of Melbourne, climbs Ingliston bank with a double N set during a 707 operations special to Ararat on Sat.3.5.86. 


(John Dare) 


% apes 
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Remains of Servicing Facilities from 


the Steam Era in Victoria part Two 


The article written by Chris Banger on Victorian Rail- 
way Steam Locomotive 1986 servicing facilities in the 
November 1986 issue of Newsrail, has prompted me to 
research this interesting subject further, and dis- 
coveradditional information. For the sake of historical 
accuracy I would like to amend two errors which crept 
into the earlier article. The water tank at Foster would 
hold 10,000 gallons not 5,000 gallons, and the Tra- 
ralgon engine shed is a 7 road not a 5 road shed. I have 
included the water tank at Tatura as a VR tank, though 
it stands in Kerferd St, about one kilometre from the 
nearest rail link. It gives every appearance of being a 
railway tank; perhaps some informed reader will know 
of its origins. 


The water tank at Toolamba at the Kyabram end of 
the yard is very unusual. It is very similar to the tanks 
on the Bendigo line (Type C), which have brick or 
bluestone bases, but this one has embossed sides and 
stands on steel legs. With recent track and point work 
at Toolamba, the water crane for this tank is now iso- 
lated. The Echuca tank (Type D) was pictured in the 
previous article as leaking. This leak has been repaired 
for some years, and was used successfully by R761 and 
K153 during the recent Tatura - Echuca centenary 
tours. The Type B tank at Elmore was briefly men- 
tioned in the previous article. It is similar to the tank at 
Nyora in that it has jibs on both sides of the frame. 


I have additional information on the water tanks at 
Ouyen. The Type D has been demolished, and the 
Type B has recently had steel supports erected along 
side. It appears this tank will be lifted off the old 
wooden structure and then placed on the new steel 
structure to be retained, I suspect, for departmental 
purposes. As far as can be ascertained the Dinmont 


Colin Pike 


water tank still survives. It was sighted by a friend 
some four years ago. Dinmont is located on the former 
Colac to Beech Forest narrow gauge line, 200 km from 
Melbourne, about 5 km from Beech Forest. The tank 
is adjacent to the unsealed Gellibrand - Beech Forest 
road. It is understood that this tank is still used by the 
local Country Fire Authority. At Birregurra a Type A 
water tank still stands behind the station, whilst the 
Burrumbeet water tank is a small Type G tank with a 
covered top. In July 1985, I photographed the water 
tank at Gembrook and IJ have classified this tank Type 
K, having a corrugated tank, it would probably be the 
only corrugated tank left standing in Victoria. Kyabram 
has a Type E tank on a circular brick base. The 
Mansfield Type A tank is still standing near the turnta- 
ble pit. The Type X water crane has been removed, 
whilst at Pirron Yallock a small Type G tank still exists. 
One tank that was overlooked was Newport 
Workshops. This is a Type E water tank with a circular 
brick base and stands near the workshops main 
entrance. The water tank at Glenorchy (Type A) is the 
only other mystery that needs clearing up. when I 
viewed it some three years ago, it appeared to have 
been lifted from its stand for sometime. 

In the January 1987 issue of Newsrail, Mick Stope 
mentioned a tank he came across at Marnoo on the 
closed Bolangum line, and included a photograph. As 
Mick suggested, this would be one of the few water 
tanks remaining that has a wooden frame. The only 
other that I know of is at Gembrook but that is slightly 
different in appearance. I would appreciate any further 
information on this tank or any that may have been 
missed. I would also like to extend a special thanks to 
Ken Williams and Graham Thomas for their help in 
preparing this article. 


Below left: A type ‘F’ water tank at St Arnard. 
Below right: A type ‘A’ water tank at Birregurra. (Both photos Colin Pike) 
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| Above left: A type ‘D’ water tank at Mangalore. (Colin Pike) 
Above right: A type ‘J’ water tank at Benalla, now demolished. (Roderick Smith) 
Below: The dismantled Type ‘A’ tank at Glenorchy Sept. 1984. (Colin Pike) 
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Above left: A type ‘E’ water tank at Kyabram. 22.8.87. (Colin Pike) 
Above right: A type ‘D’ water tank at Toolamba. (Colin Pike) 


Below: T405-T359 power past the Bealiba type ‘B’ water tank with No. 206 grain extra at 1300 Thurs.24.9.87. 


(Graham Withers) 
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Above left: A type ‘A’ water tank at Tatura Dec.1987 
Above right: A type ‘K’ water tank at Gembrook July 1985. (Both photos Colin Pike) 


Station Type 
Birregurra A 
Burrumbeet G 
Dinmont B 
Elmore B 
Gembrook K 
Glenorchy A 
Kyabram E (B) 
Mansfield A 
Marnoo B 
Newport E (B) 
Pirron Yallock G 
Tatura A 
Toolamba D 


Capacity 
(Gallons) 


20,000 
5,000 


10,000 
10,000 


10,000(?) 
20,000 


20,000 
20,000 


10,000 
20,000 


5,000 
20,000 


10,000 


Colour 


Scheme 


Silver 
Silver 


Red 


Silver 


Red 


Black 


Red 


Silver 


Black 


Black 


Location 


Behind the now closed station building. 

Ararat end of yard, has a covered top, and appears to 
be connected to the nearby house. 

At the Beech Forest end of the yard. Mounted on 

a steel frame. Still used by local authorities. 

At the Echuca end of yard at the junction of the 
former Cohuna line. Similar to the Nyora tank has 
jibs on both sides of stand. 

Former Loco depot area. Sits on wooden stand and 
decking, is in poor condition. 

Stawell end of station. When last viewed three years 
ago the tank had been lifted from legs and was on 
the ground. 

Behind the goods shed on the edge of a large dam. 
Stands near former turntable pit. Did have a Type X 
water crane, but this has been removed to 

the Castlemaine & Maldon Railway. This crane was 
built at Melbourne in 1890. 

At the down end of the Marnoo yard on the closed 
Bolangum line. 

Inside the main entrance of the Newport Railway 
Workshops, Champion Rd. 

Stands at the Geelong end of station platform. 
Located in Kerferd St some distance from the 
railway line. Is unique, and stands on a steel frame 
which is double the height of the usual 

structure. 

Northern end of yard. Is of unusual design. Is a 
square tank with embossed sides sitting on steel legs. 


(B) = Brick base. 
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G Class in NSW 


Ever since the first G class appeared on the main 
southern line of NSW on 19th November 1985, 
enthusiasts have enjoyed a little more variety and col- 
our, not to mention an added degree of interest. Sure, 
the short lived saga of V/Line’s X class a couple of 
years earlier whetted the appetite to some degree, but 
since the bulk of the Xs ran the night expresses, the 
only real opportunity to capture them on film was 
within about 90 minutes of Sydney. Another difficulty, 
after NSW enginemen decided X class units were too 
spartan and rough for their likes (no washbasins or 
toilets) it became harder to find one in the lead on a 
multiple engine lash-up. Indeed, occasionally one 
would fail en-route to Albury and the vigilant practi- 
tioners were rewarded with an X class working the 
Intercapital Daylight (on two occasions), the Southern 
Highlands Express (once) and the up Goulburn day 
train on another occasion. In addition, some were occa- 
sionally rostered, or hauled dead on freight trains — 
one even having worked a Marulan South to Moss 
Vale limestone train on another rare, but midnight 
occasion. 

But with the G class, daylight opportunities to record 
on film or video the delights of the state down under 
really abounded and with seven available for interstate 


Leon Oberg 


working, variety has become the buzzword on the 
NSW main south. G-day for the south was 19th 
November 1985 when the first unit of the standard 
gauge order from Clyde, Rosewater was trialled on 
No.1491 express freight from Sydney to Albury. The 
unit returned to Sydney early the next morning on 
No.SL2 Southern Aurora. After several false starts 
which included the haul dead of subsequent deliveries 
G518, G class working started in regularly from March 
1986. Initially, most movements saw G class trail 
behind an 81 class in NSW because the G would be put 
against the train in either Sydney or Dynon and the 81 
would assist to Albury on the down and back again on 
the return. 

Some crews, wanting to sample the offerings of their 
new locomotives did in fact remarshal the units at Alb- 
ury. But in the end, Gs were treated as another 81 class 
and sometimes led ex Sydney, being put off at Albury 
in readiness to bank the next train back to Sydney. 
Sometimes those trains back to Sydney were them- 
selves worked by a G class ex Dynon so before long, 
NSW was treated to double Gs from time to time. 
Double Gs have in fact worked No.SL1 Melbourne 
Limited on several occasions — at least as far as Alb- 
ury. 


G519 and G520, roll out of Picton with No. 3494 express freight at 11 02 on Sun.1.3.87. The use of double G class on this 
train has been quite common. (Leon Oberg) 
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One NSW train which often finds a G class leading an 81 is No. 3326 freight. The train is seen here passing Gunning 
station with G516 and 8167 at 1215 on Sat.1.8.87. (Leon Oberg) 


On other odd occasions, G class locos have been 
noted working intrastate wheat and coal trains on the 
south. In fact, the writer knows of four occasions a G 
has been rostered on bulk wheat trains along with a 
more common 81 class. Another found its way onto 
Glenlee coal working, another led two 81s on a Port 
Kembla-bound coal train, at least as far as Waterfall 
while in May 1988, another G found its way onto a 
Tahmoor to Port Kembla via Robertson coal train, the 
train having been routed that way due to a severe and 
fatal washaway at Coledale late the previous month. 
That round-about working saw the 81s absolutely 
taxed to the limit to maintain services over the prin- 
cipally 1 in 30 route consequently the G’s was pooled 
in with the 81s. A little earlier on Saturday 12th March 
1988, G519 became the first of the class to work bet- 
ween Goulburn, Joppa Junction and Canberra. The 
unit had been rostered ex Sydney on that day’s 
No.S531 Southern Cross Express. When the train 
arrived in Goulburn, the control officer, knowing no 
Gs had ever gone to Canberra, wanted to remove it 
from the train but after running staff assured him Gs 
and 81s were basically the same, the unit continued, 
much to the delight of three photographers. G519 
returned with the private luxury train early the next 
morning on its return back to Spencer Street. 

The G class has not attracted the protest the earlier 
X class received. Most crews in NSW enjoy their com- 


JULY 1988 


forts although unlike the 81’s traction motors which do 
not make a noticable transition, the G’s do, and some 
crews blame the units for being a little rough on 
passenger trains. If anything the G class is more useful 
because of its larger fuel tank, 9600 litres against 6700, 
and to the enthusiast, the body shape tends to be better 
proporioned with the units’ extra length, 19 820 m 
against the 81’s 19 670 m. 


I personally like the G class, but as has become the 
custom of late, where rail administrators were hellbent 
on encouraging new look paint schemes for their 
locomotives, I believe both the G class and its pro- 
totype, the AN BL class have been totally spoilt by 
their respective liveries. In the BL’s case, the colours 
and placement are too dark but in the situation, of G 
class, the colours lack contrast. Often you can photo- 
graph a G class in black and white and one could be 
forgiven for thinking the locomotive appears in a grey 
undercoat. While I never believe in turning the clock 
back, the entire distance, ‘submit the BL would look 
outstanding in a lighter verdent green with the yellow, 
but taking the same basic presentation as the AL class 
in the former CR colours. 


V/Line’s colours, while acceptable, if a little lacking 
in contrast, are still plain. Imagine a G class in the 
former blue and gold complete with a VR logo on the 
nose. 
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General News 


Locomotives for sale: Australian Paper Manufac- 
turers, Morwell, have decided to dispose of their two 
Whitcomb locomotives. One is dismantled but the 
other is driveable. 


Fire in escalator: On Mon.9.5 a small fire in an escala- 
tor closed Parliament station for about 20 minutes 
until the smoke cleared. The fire was extinguished by 
automatic sprinklers and trains were not interrupted. 
The cause is believed to be either a worn bearing or an 
electrical fault in the escalator motor. 


Port of Echuca: Echuca will get its long-promised rail 
line to the Port. Echuca City Council gave the green 
light for the project after the Bicentennial sub-commit- 
tee proved it could cover a $32,350 shortfall. The deci- 
sion ends a 16 month battle by the committee to get 
the line relaid. The line will run from an area close to 
the VRI tennis courts, through a proposed roundabout 
on the Echuca side of the new rail bridge and continue 
past the river side of the new civic centre to the Port 
carpark, finishing at the gates to the Port. 


Landcare project: Haddon’s landcare project has 
officially been recognised by the State Government 
with the Haddon Landcare. Group becoming the 
twenty-second of its kind in the State. The programme 
had arisen from the Government’s conservation 
strategy for restoring land in Victoria, which required 
the arresting and reversing of native vegetation decline 
in rural areas. One of the major projects was the former 
Skipton railway line which would be revegetated and 
possibly used as a walking and bicycle track. 


MetPlan: The State Government has released a 15 
year plan for Melbourne’s public transport system 
which will cut jobs by 1400. The proposals, which will 
be put to the unions and public, include expanding the 
conventional rail system by 70 km and extending light 
rail to shopping centres at Doncaster and Knox. A net- 
work of cross-town bus routes and interchanges bet- 
ween trams, trains and buses is planned. The 30 year 
old Harris trains will be phased out by 1989. The most 
sweeping changes are proposed for the ticketing 
system. Barriers at rail stations would be abolished and 
passengers would validate their tickets in special 
machines. The same would apply on buses and trams. 
Tickets would be sold at Met outlets and in shops. This 
honor system would be policed by roving teams of 
inspectors and by random ticket checks. 

Passenger security would be upgraded by installing 

new communications systems with video monitoring at 
some stations. The Met is studying the possibility of 
making offenders repair or pay for damaged property. 
Most of the jobs to be cut would be in ticketing but 
new jobs would be created through the expansion of 
services. 
The Secretary of the Trades Hall Council, Mr J 
Halfpenny, said the public transport unions welcomed 
the empahsis on expansion but were concerned about 
the effect of staff cuts and what bearing this would 
have on passenger security, vandalsim, revenue pro- 
tection and general service level. 


Register of the National Estate: The Australian 
Heritage Commission has given notice that the under- 
mentioned places have been entered in The Register: 
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* The rail bridge over Peel Street, Ballarat. 

* Moorabool River rail bridge, 1.8 km west of 
Moorabool. 

* Rail bridge over Jacksons Creek 1.5 km north east of 
Sunbury. 

* Rail bridge over Campaspe River 1.1 km south east 
of Carlsruhe railway station. 

* Rail bridge over Buckeye Creek, 3.6 km north of 
Ravenswood. 

* Yarra Falls rail bridge on the Melbourne - Port 
Melbourne line over the Yarra River between 
Queens and Princes Bridges. 

* Rail bridge over Back Creek, 0.5 km east of 
Taradale. 

* Melton Viaduct over Melton River, 3 km south west 
of Melton. 


Proposed passenger service: Further to May and June 
Newsrail. Despite a decision by V/Line that the service 
would not be viable, the Deniliquin NSW Council is 
supporting moves to introduce a regular V/Line ser- 
vice between Melbourne and Deniliquin. Local alder- 
men recently gave approval for the Deniliquin Area 
Tourist Association to make a submission encouraging 
V/Line to use the existing rail link as a weekend 
passenger service. 

According to the local tourist promotion officer the 
service could hold great appeal to Victorian visitors as 
an alternative mode of transport to Deniliquin when 
the new Moama rail bridge over the River Murray was 
completed around August. 


St Kilda railway station: The former station is pro- 
posed to be sold by auction. The 2.6 Ha site would 
have some development restrictions placed on it 
because the buildings are listed by the National Trust. 
A mix of residential and commercial development is 
proposed. 


Plenty Valley transport options: In a document 
issued during April by the Ministry for Planning and 
Environment, various proposals for the development 
of the Plenty Valley between Epping and Whittlesea 
were announced. The Plenty Valley is likely to develop 
rapidly over the next 15 years. To ensure this growth is 
efficiently staged and the provision of infrastructure, 
transport and human services is coordinated with resi- 
dential development the Government has prepared a 
study document for consultation. There are three 
broad alternatives: 


* For a development to allow for about 164 000 
increase in population in the area it is proposed that 
the train be extended to a proposed district centre at 
Yan yean. Local bus services would be provided to 
link major centres and the Latrobe University: 

* A modified development to allow for about 140 000 
people calls for the train to be extended to a pro- 
posed district centre at Mill Park. The tram could be 
extended to South Morang or a bus route provided 
along Plenty Road to Latrobe University. 

* A multi centre form of development around 
relatively self contained centres which would cater 
for a population increase of about 132 000 people. 
This could see the train line extended to South 
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Morang to meet a light rail system which would then 
link the various development centres to the North. 


Any rail line construction would follow the former 
alignment of the old Whittlesea line, for which the land 
has been retained. 


Bicentennial Heritage projects: Grant assisted pro- 
jects carried out by municipalities and shires to con- 
serve, preserve and promote their heritage are listed 
hereunder: 


* Ballarat: Restoration of Y class steam locomotive. 
* Bellarine: Restoration of Drysdale railway station. 
Bright: Preservation of railway carriages. 
Castlemaine: Restoration of steam locomotive J549. 


Echuca: Re-instatement of railway line to Port of 
Echuca. 


Hastings: A railway restoration project (not 
specified). 


Morwell: Boolarra - Mirboo line to be converted to 
walking track. 


Inner Circle Railway land: During early May, the 
Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr Roper, 
announced that most of the land of the former Inner 
Circle railway and Fitzroy line would be zoned as Park- 
land and the remainder used for low cost housing 
development. The decision on the land follows the 
recommendations of an independent panel established 
last year to hear more than 700 submissions. 


Locomotive Works close: The Datong Locomotive 
Works in China is phasing out the construction of 
steam locomotives and is preparing for dieselisation. 
Over the past years an average of 300 steam locos per 
annum have been produced. This year, when the quota 
of 150 has been achieved production will commence 
on diesels. The works have about 3000 foreign fans per 
year visit the factory and in September a special steam 
locomotive day is being organised to honor the passing 
of the steam era. 


Light rail plan: The State Government will consider 
manufacturing light rail vehicles. The Transport 
Minister, Mr J Kennan, said Preston Workshops were 
well equipped to make the vehicles. 


* * * 


VFT: The NSW Government has thrown its support 
behind the joint venture companies planning the 
$4000 million Very Fast Train between Sydney and 
Melbourne. The consortium will decide in July 
whether to proceed. As the NSW Premier, Mr Greiner 
and the Minister for State Development, Mr Murray, 
believe the idea to be feasible, indications are that the 
train is likely to begin operation in 1995. 


Train of Knowledge: The first extended school trip to 
carry the name Train of Knowledge was organised by 
Macleod High School. Running from a Monday to a 
Saturday in March 1958, the tour visited Geelong, 
Warrnambool, Hamilton, Portland, Stawell, Bendigo, 
Echuca and Kyabram. The train did not have sleeping 
carriages, diner or shower car. D3613 hauled the train 
on its departure from Flinders Street. 


World rail speed record: In early May, a new world rail 
speed record of 406 km/h was set in West Germany 
using a high speed ICE train. The special run took 
place on a section of a new Hanover -Wurzburg line 
which will be completed in the 1990s. In normal ser- 
vice, the ICE train will operate at the lower speed of 
250 km/h. This new record beats the previous mark of 
380 km/h set by the SNCF using the TGV. 


Nullarbor Plain link: Train travel across the Nullar- 
bor Plain is set to become more efficient with the lay- 
ing of 1800 km of optical fibre along the track. Telecom 
has won a $20 million contract to develop the new 
communications system linking Port Augusta and 
Kalgoorlie. The system would take over from the open 
wire telephone line laid in 1917. Drivers would no 
longer have to stop for instructions and communica- 
tions with maintenance crews would improve. 


DL class locomotive: DL36, the first of Australian 
National’s new locomotives, was commissioned on 
Wed.6.4. Built by Clyde Engineering at Bathurst NSW, 
the DL is believed to be the first computer-controlled 
diesel to be produced in Australia. Designed for a max- 
imum axle load of 19 tonnes, the 2240 kW locomotive 
is powered by an EMD 12 cylinder, 2 stroke turbo- 
charged engine powering six EMD D87 traction 
motors. 


1342, now owned by Australian Paper Manufacturers hauls a train to the exchange sidings at Maryvale. The loco is now 
in APM’s yellow livery. Tue.31.5.88. (John Green) 
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Operations 


GENERAL 


Railmotor shortage: On Fri.6.5, T373-MTH101- 
MTH103-CP292 was the consist of the 1802 down 
Sunbury pass. instead of the usual DRC. On Wed.11.5 
the 16 02 down Sunbury pass. consisted of the same 
set hauled by T386. T356 ran the 16 20 Bacchus Marsh 
with AES1-BKL3-BK1-CP291 and T365 ran the 16 30 
Seymour with N10. The 16 02 Sunbury was T365- 
MTH101-MTH103-CP292, later forming the 18 30 
Seymour whilst the Stony Point railcar was replaced by 
loco hauled as T381-DRC42-MTH104. 


58RM in NSW: On Thurs.12.5, RM58 ran from Ben- 
digo to Deniliquin NSW. it returned to Echuca and was 
stabled overnight. On Fri.13.5, it passed through 
Kyabram on its way to the Seymour Loco Steam 
Preservation Group at Seymour. 


Australian Vintage Travel: This group took over The 
Melbourne Limited rollingstock, converted further car- 
riages and utilises them on the Southern Cross Express 
between Melbourne - Sydney - Canberra. Cars in this 
train are as follows: 

501 Weroona (Sitter) 

502 Burrumbeet (Sitter) 

601 Wedgwood (Dining Car) 

603 Lauriston (Sitter) 

604 Corangamite (Sitter) 

605 Wendouree (Sitter) 

607 Glenmaggie (Dining Car) (formerly 1BH) 

707 Waterford (Club Car) 

708 Wellington (Club Car) 

713 Eppalock (Power Car) 

CP24 Eildon (Baggage Car) 

CP30 Nagambie (Power Car) 

CP35 Dartmouth (Brake Van) 

Also yet to be converted are 700-709-711-714. Cars 
501-502-603-604-605-707 saw service on the 
Melbourne Limited. 707 was previously named Johnnie 
Walker Club Car. 


Train of Knowledge: In 1988, V/Line is offering 
schools a choice of four itineraries: Tour 1 to Castle- 
maine, Ararat, Warrnambool and Geelong; Tour 2 to 
Ballarat, Bendigo, Swan Hill and Castlemaine; Tour 3 
to Sale, Bairnsdale, Lakes Entrance and Morwell; Tour 
4 to Bendigo, Echuca, Swan Hill and Castlemaine. 


Train of Knowledge: The train toured Gippsland in 
April. It departed Melbourne on Mon.18.4 with X43 
and returned on Fri.22.4 with N454. 


Suburban guards: Suburban rail guards will almost 
certainly be given a roving role on trains, including 
checking tickets and helping maintain passenger 
security. A Met spokesman said that a management- 
union working party was considering the issue and 
would soon present its final proposals. The Gover- 
ment’s decision to effectively retain 400 guard posi- 
tions is a victory for the Australian Railways Union 
which fought moves to introduce driver-only trains. 


Extra carriages: V/Line will provide extra carriages on 
some trains to cover what it expects to be its highest 
passenger figures since 1955. V/Line expects to carry 
5.4 million passengers this financial year, an increase 
of 200 000 on last year. Patronage on country and 
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interstate services has been increasing since 1983. An 
extra carriage will be provided on services including the 
0745 up South Geelong, 12 25 down Bendigo and 
06 45 up Swan Hill. 


SOUTH WEST 


Norman to Warrnambool: On Thurs.5.5, N-A-2xN 
sets- Norman passed through North Geelong at 08 00 
on a special train to the Warrnambool races. 


Double P class on Geelong pass.: On Sat.30.5 the 
13 00 down Geelong pass. arrived at Geelong 14 11 
with P15-P11-N set. On arrival N469 coupled to the 
Melbourne end of the N set for the return trip. The 
two P class cut off and ran light engine to South 
Geelong where they separated and coupled, one to 
each end, of a six car SH set. This train formed the up 
South Geelong football special. 


Royal Train: On Thurs.28.4 a Royal Train ran to 
South Geelong. N471, 473, 474, 475, were all cleaned 
for the occasion. ACZ252-State Car No.5-Norman 
were painted in two-tone grey with a white band along 
the windows. Two stripes, a green and an orange, were 
painted above the window line. N473 was allocated as 
pilot engine and N475 was stationed on standby at 
Geelong. Arrival at South Geelong was on time at 14 
00. N473 then coupled to the rear of the train and 
towed it back to North Geelong to turn it on the loop. 
The train was held on the loop to allow T381-Ford 
train and N472 on a late running up passenger to clear. 
N471-N474 hauled the train onto the main line and 
then N473 towed it back to Geelong. Departure was 20 
minutes late. 


Warrnambool - Dennington: On Tues.26.4 the train 
staff for the section Warrnambool - Dennington was 
withdrawn and the line will now be worked under sid- 
ing conditions. 


WEST 


Overland affected: Over Easter, AN lowered the 
tracks in tunnels in the Adelaide hills. On Good Fri- 
day, the Overland arrived in Adelaide but returned 
empty to Tailem Bend. For the next three nights it 
originated/terminated at Tailem Bend with buses con- 
necting from/to Adelaide. 


Overland locos: On Fri.20.5 both up and down Over- 
lands were hauled by double X class, X50-53 and X52- 
47. 


Portland grain trains: V/Line has increased the 
capacity of grain trains to Portland. All trains on the 
Yaapeet, Hopetoun and main western line, destined 
for Portland, now consist of 55xVHGY, each holding 
55 tonnes of grain. Previously, grain trains to Portland 
consisted of a maximum of SO0xVHGY. (V/Line 
Update) 


NORTH 


Echuca notes: All recorded movements in the area 
between Mon.2.5 and Tues.31.5 involved locos T370- 
376-380-385-390 and Y163-165-166. Examples of 
traffic are listed hereunder: 
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Fri.6.5: T390-48xGH in at 12 05. 

Mon.9.5: T370-Y 163-Y166 arrived with down goods at 
08 24. Track machines worked through the yard 
from the main line. 

Thurs.12.5: T370-37xGH in at 13 55. 

Tues.17.7: T390-VLCX-9 containers crossed bridge 
with up goods at 15 12. 

Wed.18.5: T376-8x VWS-36xGH in at 12 28. 

Thurs.19.5: Wet weather caused bells on the bridge to 
continue to ring long after train had crossed. 

Tues.24.5: T390-59xGH in at 13 50. T370-VLCX-20 
containers in at 14 20. 

Mon.30.5: T390-60xGH departed 06 55. 


Bendigo notes: With the introduction of the amended 
timetable from Sun.8.5 there are only two freight trains 
regularly scheduled for Swan Hill now, both block oil 
trains operating Tuesday and Friday morning on the 
down. All other freight trains to Swan Hill are on an as 
required basis. The Korong Vale line still retains a 
scheduled train in the timetable but in actual fact is also 
operating on an as required basis. This line faces 
closure when Eaglehawk is closed as a junction station 
following the release of plans for the rationalisation of 
the Bendigo area. Eaglehawk station has been reduced 
to one man operation, a loss of one person. The only 
consistent performance comes from the Echuca line 
with normally two down and one up Monday to Friday. 

Some of the recorded movements in the area during 
April and May are as follows: On Tues.12.4, T400 on 
the 14 00 down Korong Vale left Bendigo as light loco 
and was terminated at Inglewood. On the return up trip 
it shunted Bridgewater and departed for Bendigo with 2 
bogie wagons. On the same day B74-T352-T350-T348- 
T353-T361 were sighted at Inglewood on the Dunolly 
branch at 16 30. Mon.18.4 saw X50-X33-A85 on the 
18 30 (8065) down pass. arrive at 20 40 and shortly 
afterwards at 20 55 an up block grain arrived behind 
T390-T396-T401. The loco(s) from the 18 30 down 
pass. are usually used to run the 22 40 up goods and 
this was illustrated on Fri.22.4 when N455 arrived at 
Bendigo on the pass. and later departed with X32 on 
the up goods. On Fri.29.4, S301-B69-T409-63xGHs 
departed Bendigo at 19 25 bound for Maryborough, 
one of very few trains to operate between the two cities 
during this period. On Sun.8.5 the 09 35 (8081) down 
Swan Hill operated with N453-N462=N5-D319, 
unusual as this train is normally a four car set. That 
night the 16 10 (8085) pass. arrived at Bendigo behind 
X52-X54-B76-P22. On Tues.10.5, N468-T365 worked 
the up Swan Hill block oil through Eaglehawk at 19 56. 
This is unusual because N class are not normally 
rostered on goods trains north of Bendigo. On Fri.13.5 
the block oil returned to more conventional rostering 
with X42-T367. 


NORTH EAST 


Train numbering: On the north east broad gauge a 
number of both up and down trains have their train 
number ending in 0. These trains are identified as 
down Shepparton oil (9380), up Wodonga oil (9230), 
down Wodonga goods (9300), up Shepparton oil 
(9260), up Seymour pass. (8340), down Wodonga oil 
(9350) (9360), up Albury pass. (8310) Sunday up 
Cobram pass. (8330). Some trains, on arrival at 
Seymour, change train numbers and one example is 
the Oaklands block grain which arrives on the down as 
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9390 and departs at 9301. On the up it arrives as 9302 
and departs as 9258. 


Albury pass.: The Albury pass. was sighted being 
hauled by the following locos. 
Down (8310) 

Sat.2.4: $315-B65. 

Tues.5.4: A60-X32. 
Tues.12.4: A70-N472. 
Thurs.14.4: X33-A81. 
Tues.26.4: A71-A73. 
Thurs.28.4: B64-A62. 
Fri.29.4: X43-A73. 

Sat.30.4: A81-A85. 

Up (8305) 

Sat.2.4: N452-N469. 
Mon.18.4: X42-A78 

Up (8311) 

Mon.4.4: N474-X32. 
Mon.11.4: A71-X33. 

Fri.15.4: N464-B65. 


Cobram pass.: The 06 05 up Cobram pass. (8308) is 
possibly the best time-keeper of all north east 
passenger trains past Seymour as it passes through 
Mangalore almost invariably between 08 03 and 08 05 
every weekday. On Easter Monday, 4.4 the 12 30 down 
Seymour pass. (8317) was extended to Cobram as per 
Saturday timetable. On this occasion the train consisted 
of P11-H set instead of the more usual N class. 


Seymour pass.: On Mon.16.5 the 17 33 down 
Seymour trailed BPL43. On Fri.20.5 it trailed BCPL29. 
Both vehicles were returning to the Seymour Loco 
Steam Preservation Group after working trips in 
Melbourne. 


ICD fails: On Fri.13.5, the /ntercapital Daylight(8661) 
struck trouble when 42211 suffered continuous 
ground relays whilst approaching the 125 km post bet- 
ween Longwood and Seymour loops. Assistance was 
called for and test locos 8173 and G521 pushed the 
load of 42211 and 8=354 tonnes to Longwood loop. 
8173 then hauled the consist to Albury after a 133 
minute delay. 


Mangalore sightings: Sightings listed as hereunder: 

Tues.12.4: 8176-X41 on down goods. 

Wed.13.4: 42218-8178 on down goods. 

Sat.16.4: 8179-8171-X41 on down goods. 

Mon.18.4: X41 on down goods. 

Wed.20.4: G522-X41 on up goods, 8180-42214 on 
down /ntercapital Daylight. 

Thurs.21.4: X41 on down goods. 

Sat.23.4: X41-T411 on up goods. 

Tues.26.4: X41 on down goods. 

Wed.27.4:; 8171-X41-T411 on down goods. 

Thurs.28.4: X41 on up goods, X41 on down goods. 

Fri.29.4: 8176 light engine, 8177-8166-X41 on down 
goods. 

Mon.2.5: X41 on up goods, X41-T411 on down goods. 

Tues.3.5: G518-X41-T411 on down goods. 


9300 goods: The 06 05 (ex Seymour) down Wodonga 
goods is still predominantly hauled by single S class 
locos. This train contains loading from Geelong, 
usually cement, but lately the loads have increased to 
the extent that two locos are rostered. Part of the 
increased loading has been superphosphate ex Port- 
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land conveyed in SPA NSW NJAX wagons. Sightings 
are listed hereunder: 
Mon.11.4: B65-S306 
Wed.13.4: $313-X32 
Wed.20.4: $302-S309 
Thurs.28.4: $306-X52-T383 
Fri.29.4: $302-T370 

Mon.2.5: X35-S306-T349-T373 
Tues.3.5: $311-S312 

Wed.4.5: S310-S306-T349 
Thurs.5.5: $312-S313 


Specials: On Wed.20.4 8174 ran a special consisting of 
two Southern Cross cars to Seymour Loop, arriving at 
12 00, where it terminated. On Sun.1.5 G517 hauled 
the /ntercapital Daylight consist towards Wangaratta 
where it was to terminate. It passed through Mangalore 
at 16 46. 


Multi units at Shepparton: S301-X52-29xVHGY was 
noted on Tues.10.5. It formed a special Dookie goods 
(9390)and after a turnaround of 11 hours 40 minutes 
returned to Shepparton as service 9209. It departed 
Shepparton at 20 58. 


EAST 


New Timetable: V/Line issued new working and pub- 
lic timetables to start from Sun.8.5. One major change 
was the proposed operation of all Bairnsdale trains with 
two T class locos throughout. Overall, the journey 
times were about the same as before, as the time lost 
between Traralgon and Melbourne with the smaller, 
slower, locos was regained at Traralgon, where the stop 
was cut from 8 minutes to 3, and beyond where trains 


would have two locos instead of one. The train worst 
affected was the up Gippslander on Monday to Friday 
which was given a very poor suburban path, arriving 
slightly earlier at 17 21. To allow sufficient turnround 
time at Bairnsdale, the down train was to leave earlier 
at 07 54. The tolerably fast schedule with T class locos 
was achieved by rostering N sets for all Bairnsdale ser- 
vices except the 09 20 down and the 14 10 up on Sun- 
days which would continue to be a 5 car S set. 

At the last minute, the plans for through T class 
locos had to be abandoned due to union opposition and 
the trains were rescheduled for N class locos between 
Melbourne and Traralgon, with the loco change at Tra- 
ralgon remaining. The new arrival and departure times 
in Melbourne were retained and there were adjust- 
ments in running times outside the suburban area. 
Oddly enough, down trains were a few minutes faster 
overall but up trains a few minutes slower than the 
proposed T class schedules. 

The use of N sets and not Z sets allowed the 
schedules for N class locos between Melbourne and 
Traralgon to be accelerated and the fastest timing bet- 
ween Dandenong and Warragul was reduced to 41 
minutes. These accelerations even apply to the 18 05 
Sat. and 19 00 Sun. down Bairnsdale trains which were 
regularly N sets in the past. At present the 41 minute 
schedule appears impossible to maintain, as all down 
Bairnsdale services are reaching Trafalgar late. 
Experience on other lines has shown that after many 
months, what was once impossible can be achieved as 
routine. N sets were used quite often on Bairnsdale 
trains in the past when Z sets were unavailable with 
few problems of passenger capacity. Ironically, on 
Fri.13.5, the first Friday that the 1805 down 
Bairnsdale was scheduled to run with an N set, it was 


The 11 25 up Bacchus Marsh pass on Wed.8.6.88, included failed 61RM and 103MTH in its consist. (Bryce Leydon) 
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full and the 19 35 Warragul - Traralgon bus, which 
took the overflow, had standing passengers. 

In both versions of the new service, the afternoon 
Sale train was altered to run about 40 minutes later, 
13 19 from Spencer Street and 17 00 from Sale. The 
original departure from Melbourne at 12 45 matched 
departures to Ballarat and Warrnambool and later Ben- 
digo but this was unpopular with some passengers who 
previously used the 13 47 Traralgon. The new schedule 
avoids the cross at Traralgon with the Gippslander and 
should ensure that even when the down train is late, 
V/Line has no excuse to replace it with buses east of 
Morwell. Some people thought that 16 20 was too early 
for the up service to leave Sale although the new tim- 
ings mean there is no longer a connection in 
Melbourne with the Sydney Express. The later arrival 
in Melbourne has caused the 19 55 down Traralgon to 
be put back to 20 28. The Sale train now makes an 
additional stop at Drouin in each direction. 

Other alterations have occurred: The 10 41 up War- 
ragul suburban runs earlier at 09 19 and is now ahead 
of the 08 45 up Traralgon. The 13 minute gap at War- 
ragul is reduced to 3 minutes at Dandenong after 
which the suburban run is express. 

The 15 43 down Traralgon was altered to run one 
minute later from Spencer Street to Flinders Street. 
The 07 15 Traralgon - Warragul bus was accelerated as 
it had to connect with an earlier Bairnsdale train. In the 
revised timetable the Bairnsdale train has reverted to 
its later timing but the bus remains earlier and the con- 
nection is now longer than necessary. This connection 
is in fact very little used. 

Another connection is significantly longer in the 
new timetable. At night, passengers from Trafalgar 
and Yarragon to Melbourne have to wait 60 minutes at 
Warragul for the up Sale train. This connection is also 
made by very few. Passengers from Trafalgar to 
Melbourne can theoretically make their journey 30 
minutes faster by travelling on the 17 43 down train to 
Moe and catching the up Sale train (due 18 16) there. 
A suggestion that they should be allowed to do this 
without extra payment has been turned down by V/ 
Line, a reason being given that they could not 
guarantee a 26 minute connection. Very little effort has 
been made to give trains a clear run in either version of 
the timetables. The original schedule for the 13 19 Sale 
featured 8 minutes at Moe home signal, crossing the 
Gippslander, but this has disappeared in the revised 
timetable as the trains cross at Hernes Oak. The 19 00 
Bairnsdale on Sunday night is still scheduled to wait at 
Bunyip whilst the up train comes through the single 
line section from Longwarry. The 07 54 Gippslander is 
tabled to wait 4 minutes at the home signal at Dan- 
denong, crossing the 06 50 up Traralgon as Dan- 
denong prefers to put all country trains into the main 
down platform for van goods. On Saturday, however, 
the up and down Bairnsdale trains are due there at the 
same time, 09 21. The up Gippslander on Monday to 
Friday has the worst run of all. This train is booked 3 
minutes at Hernes Oak, crossing the down Sale. In 
order to keep it on time, if the Sale train is late, it has 
advertised times at Moe and Warragul 5 minutes ear- 
lier than the working times. There is a 2 minute recov- 
ery allowance Nar Nar Goon - Pakenham, it would 
pass there only 4 minutes after a stopping train which it 
is scheduled to follow all the way to Caulfield. From 
Warragul to Melbourne the Gippslander on Monday to 
Friday is slower than all but two services and as the 
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Warragul published time is 5 minutes earlier, it appears 
to be even slower. In the pre-May timetable, the 18 05 
down Bairnsdale was scheduled to leave Longwarry 
before the preceeding suburban arrived at Warragul, a 
move which became impossible when Drouin was 
closed as a block post in April. The first set of new 
timetables overlooked this and had both trains in the 
same section for one minute. The revised timetable 
has the Bairnsdale stopped at Longwarry for 4 minutes, 
waiting line clear. This problem will disappear when 
power signalling is installed. In the meantime, it helps 
make the 18 05 Bairnsdale 18 minutes slower to War- 
ragul on Monday to Friday than it is on Saturday. 

The printed timetable leaflets, showing the first set 
of new timetables with T class operation, were supplied 
locally about a week before the timetables changed. 
When things were altered at short notice, one local 
office hand wrote amendments on one of these sheets 
and made 200 photocopies until the machine broke 
down. A couple of days later, both bus drivers had a 
typed version of the service from Garfield to Traralgon 
but these have not been produced in large numbers. A 
printed amendment sheet, designed to be read in con- 
junction with the original leaflet, a difficult task, 
became available on Mon.23.5. By this date, the bus 
stops at Warragul and Trafalgar, at least, were still dis- 
playing the out of date timetable. 


Trafalgar notes: Due to a staff shortage, Trafalgar sta- 
tion was unmanned for at least two weeks during May. 
For this reason, or otherwise, local rumours (not 
spread by enthusiasts) were current that V/Line plan- 
ned to close the station altogether. V/Line officials 
have denied this. A notice at the office window states 
that the station is ‘always attended from 07 00 to 12 00 
Monday to Friday.’ This is a much shorter time than 
the previously advertised hours of 06 15 to 15 40 Mon- 
day and 07 00 to 16 00 Tuesday to Friday. The station 
was attended for the 06 00 up Traralgon (due 06 29) on 
Mon.23.5. The temporary bus stop outside the Cri- 
terion Hotel opposite the station has become official 
and there is now an orange bus stop sign in place. 


Variations in service: On Sat.30.4 the Gippslander ran 
with a 3 car Z set and not the booked N set. Some 
passengers were standing. On Wed.4.5 there was an 
isolated instance of an N class or A class loco on the up 
Sale train. On Wed.11.5 the morning up Bairnsdale 
train passed Trafalgar with N class and X class locos on 
more cars than usual. Absolute occupation west of 
Pakenham led to buses being used on the weekend 
30.4 - 1.5. On the Sunday, the 08 10 up Traralgon was 
5 cars and this set formed the down Bairnsdale from 
Pakenham. It passed Trafalgar 45 minutes later than 
normal and the 14 10 up Bairnsdale was 10 late as well. 
That evening, the down trains were 52 and 39 minutes 
later than normal at Trafalgar. The Traralgon train was 
one N set only instead of the normal two sets. 


Punctuality: Since the start of the new timetable on 
Sun.8.5, most of the down trains have been a few 
minutes late at Trafalgar. Worst cases were: 
ad The 20 28 down Traralgon 23 late. (Usually 
5-10 
*Fri.13.5: The 17 53 down Warragul arrived at War- 
ragul behind the 18 05 down Bairnsdale. The 19 35 
bus to Traralgon was 25 late and 5 late on the return. 
*Mon.16.5: The 07 54 down Gippsiander 38 late. 
*Sun.22.5: the 08 10 up Traralgon 25 late. 
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*Mon.23.5: The 06 05 up Bairnsdale 5 late from War- 
ragul, blocked at Bunyip, 12 late from Dandenong, 
followed suburban then overtook at Oakleigh, 
blocked at Caulfield, 18 late at Caulfield at 21 late at 
Spencer Street. 


Punctuality of the 15 44 (8421) down Traralgon 
pass.: The number of minutes late at Trafalgar for 
most of May is shown in the following table: 


Week 


beginning: 2.5* 9.5 16.5 23.5 
Mon. 16 3 16 ? 
Tues. 20 9 15 7 
Wed. 15 11 30(a) 11 
Thurs. 3 3 3 3 
Fri. 7 4 8 17(a) 


*In this week the train’s departure time was 15 43. 

(a) Occasions when it was certain a cross with the 17 00 up 
Sale pass. occurred at Moe and not Hernes Oak. 

For two reasons, the persistent late running of this ser- 
vice is no longer only of academic interest. In the first 
place, if the service is close to time, it provides the 
opportunity for a faster Trafalgar - Melbourne journey 
at nights and secondly, it now has to cross the up Sale 
train somewhere. 

The up train, now 17 00 from Sale, is due to depart 
Morwell platform at 17 54. The 15 44 down Traralgon 
is due to leave Moe at 17 52. Interestingly enough, V/ 
Line has not altered the down service by 2 or 3 minutes 
to cross at Hernes Oak. Instead, the up train is tabled to 
wait 8 minutes in No.2A road at the up end of Mor- 
well, then run through to Moe and depart there at 
18 16. The down train has to be only a couple of 
minutes late and the cross takes place at Hernes Oak. 
Certainly this occurred on Fri.9.5. If this happens the 
up train can arrive at Moe as early as 18 07 and then 
has to sit, waiting time, for 9 minutes. The down can 
be as late as 18 02 (10 late) out of Moe and the up 
waits at Hernes Oak then reaches Moe by its scheduled 
time of 18 16. When the down train is more than 10 
minutes late the Train Controller has an awkward 
choice. Either he advances the down train to Hernes 
Oak, where the up could be waiting up to 15 minutes 
for a cross on a 6 minute section, or he brings the up 
train to the Moe platform, where it sits until 18 16, not 
able to move, whilst the down Traralgon, already 15-20 
late, loses more time at Moe home signal. 


METROPOLITAN 


Hurstbridge line overhead renewal: Further to the 
report in Newsrail June, by late May the renewal work 
had reached Heidelberg. The wiring of the remaining 
loop siding was included in work whilst wiring over the 
new car park (refer Newsrail Aug.87, p.249) was 
removed. 


Surrey Hills: Freight traffic through May was worked 
by T class locos. On Tues.10.5 a short goods ran, pass- 
ing at 04 12. This goods included dead T341 on deliv- 
ery to Coldstream. On Tues.17.5 a new variation was 
observed: a down goods passed at 03 51 hauled by a T 
class and included 2xGY and 3 bogie open wagons for 
superphosphate. On Tues.24.5 a down goods passed at 
04 20 with two T class hauling about 11xGY and 1 
bogie wagon. On Tues.31.5 an A class raced by with 
9xGY at 04 28, reaching the speed limit for these 
wagons up the grade. On many nights a tamper passed 
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down at about midnight for trackwork at Ferntree 
Gully. 


Station upgrading: Northern suburban stations, which 
had been badly vandalised and neglected in recent 
years, were refurbished and repainted recently. Jacana, 
Glenroy, Pascoe Vale, Glenbervie, Moonee Ponds and 
Kensington were altered. Acid based chemicals were 
used to remove graffiti from Jacana, Glenroy and 
Pascoe Vale. North Melbourne had a leaking roof over 
platform 6 replaced and the construction of a new sta- 
tion building began at Broadmeadows in March. 


DERM tour: The ARHS ran a special railmotor tour 
on Sat.7.5 utilising RM61-BPL43-RM56. The tour 
originated at Spencer Street, ran via the reversing loop 
to Webb Dock then to APM siding Fairfield. It 
returned to Flinders Street then to Long Island (Cresco 
siding) via the Caulfield loop. The trip then went to 
Stony Point and returned to Spencer Street. 


Unusual set: On Mon.9.5, P12-DH-SH26 was noted 
as a down train in platform 1 at Flinders Street. This 
was most unusual as the train in the platform at the 
time is usually the 16 59 down Traralgon which is run 
by a A or N class loco on an N set. Can any reader con- 
firm that this train ran the 16 59 service? 


St Kilda and Port Melbourne light rail lines: Station 
or stop names mounted on the lamp posts have been 
given to each of the stops along both lines. These are 
the same as the former station names. For the extra 
stops along the St Kilda line, nearby street names have 
been used. These are City Road, Wright Street and 
Fraser Street. 


Long Island steel train: Recent loco sightings on this 
train are as follows: 


Mon.2.5: C510-503 
Tues.3.5: C503-508-S303 
Thurs.5.5: X36-T403-X39 
Sat.7.5: S306-X52-P20 
Thurs.12.5: B82-T402-S317 
Sat.21.5: S311-S301-T353 
Tues.24.5: N456-S310-T353 
Wed.25.5: S300-315-T397 
Thurs.26.5: N472-T360-S301 


NEWSRAIL BACK ISSUES 
| FOR SALE 


All issues from the current issue back 

to June 1985 are available at the 

original cover price. Postage and 
packing $1.00 per order. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


An incomplete range from May 1976 
to April 1985 


MANY ISSUES SOLD OUT 


Orders and queries: ARHS SALES, 
GPO Box 5177AA, MELBOURNE, 3001. 


NEWSRAIL 


Rollingstock 


LOCOMOTIVES 


A66: Victoria’s Bicentennial loco returned to service 
after a long period under repair by running the 15 44 
down Traralgon pass. on Wed.18.5. It operated the 
16 00 South Geelong and return on Fri.20.5. On 
Sat.21.5 it ran the 07 45 up Ballarat, 10 00, 13 00 and 
16 00 down Geelong pass. and return. On Sun.22.5 it 
ran the 09 50 down Albury returning on the 17 15 up 
Albury with A77. A busy weekend. 


VR livery: As at Mon.16.5 the following locos were 
still in VR livery: 


_ B6S-75. 


C501-502. 

T348-349-355-356-357-359-365-369-374-375-377- 
379-381-385-390-392-395-398-401-409. 

$302-303-306-311. 

X37-39-40-48. (X39 was orange by late June). 

Y112-164. 


Repaints: C506 was sent to Newport Workshops in 
early May and C504 emerged painted in V/Line livery, 
leaving only C501 and C502 in blue and gold. Y138 
was also outshopped from the workshops joining 
Y122-156-157-165 as units with their second coat of 
V/Line livery. 


Withdrawn locos: Each new G class loco delivered 
means a withdrawal of older locos. The recent delivery 
of G526-527 has meant the following locos are now 
out of service: B69-74-83-T347-366-Y131-146-158- 
170-175. 


X class: 11 locomotives of the class are being upgraded 
and modernised at Bendigo Workshops. The early 
series models are being fitted with new marker lights, 
improved cab lights, airconditioning, heating, 
improved cab seats and cab locks. All the class will 
eventually have electrically demisted windscreens. The 
earlier models will have new radiator caps, brake travel 
indicators and new high and low note horns. The low 
note horns will be for shunting and other yard 
activities. Re-designed cab seating and impact-resistant 
windscreens will generally add to crew comfort. The 
entire fleet of 24 will have been modified by the middle 
of 1990 at a projected cost in excess of $1 million. (V/ 
Line Update) 


A85: This loco, which had been geared to allow 160 
km/h, has been returned to normal gearing. 


Victorian locos interstate: G516 - G522 work into 
NSW and CS501-510, G511 - G515, G523 - G527, S300 
- $303, S306-315-317, X45 - X54 work into South 
Australia. It is rumoured that C class may soon see use 
in NSW. 


Standard gauge locos: The following locos were on 
standard gauge as at Thurs.12.5: G516-517-518-519- 
520-521-522-X41-T411-Y101-102-103-104. 


Interstate locos: The following interstate locos are per- 

mitted to operate in Victoria: 

SRANSW: 42201 - 42220; 8166 - 8180. 

AN: 931, 932, 934, 937,938, 939, 947, 963, 967, BL26, 
BL31, BL32, BL35, 702, 705, 706. 
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PASSENGER 


V/Line passenger cars: The old silver stripe livery is 
gradually disappearing from S/Z cars. All N sets except 
N1 have a grey roof, green and white stripe as do cars: 
BS201-202-203-204-205-207-212-213 
BZ264-265-266-267 
BRS221-222-223-224-225-227-230 

ACZ252-260-262 

SZ287 

VRS231-232 

VBK259 

VFS214 

VFR215 

VFK275 

VHN241 

All D vans 

DH401-404. 


THE MET 


Vale 3CM: Tait parcels coach 3CM, which has been 
stored in Jolimont yard since being extensively 
damaged in an accident several years ago, was con- 
signed to the depths of the Westall sand pit amongst 
scores of condemned Harris cars, on Tues.17.5. Prior 
to its last journey by road, the bogies, electric motors 
and other below frame equipment were salvaged for 
future use in maintaining preserved Tait and 
Swingdoor rollingstock. A centre roof cupola was 
installed on 3CM to facilitate visual inspection of the 
overhead wire equipment. Thus 3CM was used con- 
siderably for this purpose during the testing of the 
overhead electrification project to Traralgon in the 
early 1950s. 


Overhead lubrication train: Consideration is being 
given to replacing the two aged Tait double-ended 
electric motor coaches, 1470M and 1471M, currently 
used to power the overhead lubrication train, with 
Hitachi M cars or alternatively a road/rail vehicle. 


Jolimont pilots: Consideration is being given to rep- 
lacing the 90 year old swingdoor coaches, M113 and 
M156, used as shunters at Jolimont Train Mainte- 
nance Depot, with a new generation road/rail vehicle. 


ARHS MEMBERS LIBRARY 


WINDSOR STATION — UP PLATFORM 
ENTER FROM FOOTBRIDGE 


OPEN 8.00 pm till 10.00 pm 
EVERY TUESDAY 


FEBRUARY-MID DECEMBER 


Visitors welcome to browse. 
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Works 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Annuello: On Thurs.28.4 the up and down end staff 
locks were abolished and replaced by hand locking 
bars, pins and padlocks. No.2 road was abolished and 
the down end mainline turnout and scotch block were 
relocated 145 metres in the down direction. Up and 
down location boards were provided. (WN 18/88) 


Bell-Reservoir: On Sun.17.4 the following alterations 

took effect: 

* The double line block system between Bell and 
Reservoir was abolished and replaced by three posi- 
tion automatic signalling. 

* Signalling diagram 7/88 (Northcote - Reservoir) 
became effective and signalling diagram 3/88 was 
cancelled. (WN 16/88) 


Bell: On Sun.17.4 many signal and lever alterations 
took place. Pedestrian gates were provided at the Bell 
Street level crossing and 5P key switches were provided 
on the up and down platforms to restore home signal 
post Nos. Bell 08 and Bell 07 to the stop position when 
Bell is switched out, to prevent unnecessary operation 
of the boom barriers in the event of a train being held 
an unusually long time at the platform. (WN 16/88) 


Benalla: On Wed.27.4 the BP and Mobil Oil Co sidings 
at Benalla were abolished. (WN 17/88) 


Bendigo: On Fri.13.5 at Bendigo Racecourse the down 
end staff lock and the up end staff lock with rodded 
connection were abolished. (WN 19/88) 


Bunyip: On Wed.20.4 several signal and lever altera- 
tions were made. (WN 16/88) 


Epping: On Wed.27.4 the following alterations took 

place: 

* A new No.1 platform and track was commissioned 
and available for service. 


Two quadrant levers were provided to operate the 
down home signal. One lever was installed on the 
platform to operate the down home signal, the home 
signal for No.2 track and the other was installed at 
the points to operate the home signal when it is 
as to signal a train into No.1 track. (WN 18/ 


Frankston: On Sat.30.4 a number of signal and lever 
alterations were made and the lead from the Stony 
Point line to No.3 track was taken out of service tem- 
oo and spiked in the normal position. (WN 18/ 


Reservoir: On Sun.8.5 the following alterations were 
made: 

* The signal box and interlocking frame were 
abolished. 

The crossovers at the up and down ends and A sid- 
ing were abolished. 

Automatic pedestrian gates were installed at the 
down end pedestrian crossing and the High Street 
level crossing. 

The double line block system between Reservoir and 
Keon Park was abolished and replaced by three posi- 
tion automatic signalling. (WN 16-17-19/88) 


* 
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Numurkah: On Mon.9.5 the main line plunger locked 
points for the Picola line were abolished. (WN 19/88) 


Robinvale: On Thurs.28.4 the up end plunger lock and 
the down home arrival signal were abolished. (WN 18/ 
88) 


Rushworth: On Mon.9.5 the up home signal and 
flashing light installation were removed at the Goor- 
nong - Murchison Road crossing. (WN 19/88) 


Stanhope: On Mon.9.5 the up end Annett locked 
points and the flashing light installation at Midland 
Highway were abolished. (WN 19/88) 


Warragul A and Warragul B: On Mon.2.5 a large 
number of track, signal and lever alterations were 
made. 


WORKS AND SERVICES 


Keon Park: The new down platform was observed in 
use for the first time on Mon.9.5. The convergence of 
the double track has been relocated from the up side of 
the Keon Parade level crossing to the down end of the 
station. The original platform has been retained and 
converted to an island platform. The new down plat- 
form road is signalled for up and down movements 
allowing trains to terminate at Keon Park and up 
Epping trains to run through. A cross-over has been 
installed on the up side of the level crossing. All sig- 
nalling and points are power operated and the level 
crossing incorporates pedestrian gates actuated with 
the boom barriers. 


Malvern: The one-time electrified goods sidings at the 
end of Malvern were being removed in late April. 


TENDERS 


Tenders: Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line 

and The Met include: 

* Design, manufacture, supply, installation of Castle- 
maine yard rationalisation project. 

* The movement of containers between V/Line con- 

tainer terminals at Dynon and Melbourne docks. 

Purchase and removal of rail stockpiles from 

Cathkin to Alexandra closed railway line. 

Removal of released sleepers from South Yarra, | 

Caulfield, Kensington, St Albans, Broadmeadows 

and South Kensington. 

Purchase and clearance of V/Line departmental 

telephone pole line and associated wiring between 

Strathmerton and Tocumwal NSW. 

Purchase and removal of rail wagons and wagon 

parts located at Ballarat, Bendigo, Hunter, Tot- 

tenham and Wallan. 

* Design, manufacture and installation of diesel fuell- 

ing system at Geelong station yard. 

Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of the 

Jeparit to Yanac closed railway line. 


Pre-registration of tenderers: V/Line has called for 
the pre-registration of tenderers for the cartage by road 
of bulk grain for the 1988/89 season. It is estimated 
340 000 tonnes will be carted. 


NEWSRAIL 


Preservation 


707 Operations Incorporated: The major activity of 

the group is the continuing maintenance of loco R707 

and the purchase of spares from the money generated 
to ensure the continued operation of the locomotive. 

Presently, new die blocks and valve packing are being 

fitted to ensure the loco is in peak condition for the 

forthcoming Aus Steam excursions. Since its return to 
service in 1985, R707 has not suffered any failure in 
service causing it to lose time against the timetable. 

The other locomotives under the groups control are 

F208 and R753. 

F208: This loco, more commonly known as the 
“‘Dynon Donk’, has been painted in its original livery 
of black and red. It is maintained for-shunting duty 
and special display purpdses. It is in reasonable 
mechanical condition but isnot .réally suitable for 
excursion work. 

R753: This loco is in very poor condition and is 
deteriorating at a rapid rate. It was allocated to the 
group to try and improve its appearance, arrest the 
deterioration and store it in a condition, where, at a 
later stage, some group may wish to attempt its 
restoration. Many components, including major 
items such as piston rod and head, are missing which 
will make restoration expensive. 


R707, with a little electrical assistance hauls a special 
train out of Upper Ferntree Gully to Belgrave on Sat.6.9.86. 
(Graham Withers) 


ye 
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Taildisc Gi ctens 


Readers’ Questions: In March Newsrail, p.94 a ques- 
tion was asked calling for details of a derailment circa 
1943-45. A reply has been received as follows: 


‘At approximately 22 15 on Thurs.31.12.42, an up St 
Albans electric train, consisting of 314M-221D, col- 
lided with a derailed wagon of a down Geelong 
goods on the down side of the Maribyrnong River 
bridge. The wagon had been derailed after running 
over a bale of cement bags that had fallen from a 
wagon on the goods train. A total of 12 passengers 
were injured. Carriages 314M and 221D were subse- 
quently returned to traffic.’ 


The above information may or may not refer to the 
event as the question detailed a different type of 
rollingstock. 


Odd Spot: A letter to the editor of the St Kilda Times 
in regard to the St Kilda light rail line stated, ‘Even 
more exciting was when, after a 25 minute wait, what 
used to be a train, looks like a tram but is called light 
rail, materialised as something definitely resembling a 
bus.’ 


Pedantry plus: A contributor has pointed out to the 
News Editor that the item ‘Conductor only running’, 
Newsrail May, p.143, is incorrect in as much as it 
implies the conductor ran the train without the benefit 
of driver, driver assistant or buffet attendant. Readers 
and potential passengers can rest assured that all trains 
do have a driver and driver assistant. 


Nicknames: Following the article “Welcome Back 
107M’ in March Newsrail, one reader has objected to 
the nickname ‘Doggie’ being used saying that ‘Dog- 
box’ was the name in common use. Another reader, 
from an older generation, has objected to both names 
saying that ‘Dog-box’ was the nickname for the 4 and 
6 wheelers that preceeded the swingdoor bogie cars. As 
preserving the slang is almost as important as preserv- 
ing the cars themselves, Newsrail readers of the 
swingdoor era are invited to express their opinion of 
what nickname is appropriate. 


Corrections: A reader studying Newsrail reports on 

the N class has found a number of errors. 

Mar. 86, p.84, Yarraville: The correct date is 29.1.86. 

Apr. 86, p.116, N class to Bendigo: The up Bendigo 
pass. was train 8026. Train 8018 was an up Kyneton 
pass. 

June 86, p.168, Empty Arrivals, 23 15 Bendigo: The 
locos were X44-N454. 

June 86, p.183, N class debut: This was not a debut run 
on this line. N451 worked the same pass. one week 
earlier and, as far as it is known, this was the debut 
run. 

Feb.87, p.40, para 3: The loco on the 08 10 down Alb- 
ury was N456 not N466. 

Feb.87, p.42, last para: The loco on the 16 05 up Alb- 
ury was N456 not N464. 

May 87, p.149, N class: The 2 000 000 hp was the total 
constructed by Clyde for all railway systems, not for 
V/Line alone as stated. 

June 87, p.181, N470: The builder’s number is 87- 
1199 not 87-1099 as printed. Also the plaques read 
‘two million’ not ‘one million’ as stated. 
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June 87, p.182, Portland: the loco was N451 as stated 
in the Nov. 1986 item, not N452 as stated. It was on 
this trip that N451 was named City of Portland. 

July 87, p.212, N on Overland: The order of the locos 
was N471-N469 and not the reverse order as stated. 

Mar. 88, p.90, top caption: the caption is misleading. S 
class locos have been through running to SA for 
quite some time but only certain units and then not 
as the leading unit. As detailed on p.87, a recent 
change allows more units and some may now lead. 

Apr. 88, p.100, caption: the creek is Mt. Emu Creek 
and not Emu Creek which is the name of a number 
of creeks in various locations around Victoria. 

Apr. 88, p.104, train list: Delete the ‘?’ 
superfreighter for train 9145. 

Apr. 88, p.105: the caption for centre photograph is 
‘The 07 05 down Stawell special being overtaken by 
the 07 55 down Dimboola pass. at Lethbridge. 


after 


BOOK REVIEW 


Tales of the Footplate — Train Drivers’ Stories and 
Anecdotes: Edited by M Tronson, 160 pp, softcover, 
illustrated, from IFH Publishing Co. Recommended 
Retail Price $7.95. 
This book is a collection of stories compiled, according 
to one of three variations of the sub-title, ‘in celebra- 
tion of Australia’s Bicentennial’. This appears to be the 
excuse for publishing a collection of unrelated stories, 
drawn mostly from NSW, without making any effort to 
link them together. Some of the stories are quite 
humourous although often this comes at the expense 
of some of the characters involved. A large number of 
stories are of events that were obviously funny at the 
time but in the retelling much of the humour is lost. 
Also there are a number of stories for which this 
reviewer could see no reason for their inclusion. 
The book has been illustrated with a number of 
black and white photographs which have been selected 
to illustrate locomotives, generally from the stories 
rather than the stories themselves. With low quality 
paper and the use of a course screen, there is little or 
no detail in their reproduction. Overall the book leaves 
a lot to be desired. While it may find a market with the 
general public, I think it likely to be a book sought after 
by many railway enthusiasts. 
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NEWS WANTED 


All readers are invited to submit news 
items for Newsrail. 


News Editor: Denys Potts, 
P.O. Box 62, ROSANNA, 3084. 


NEWSRAIL 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your Advertisement: Use block letters, 
include full name, address and phone number, and 
cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Adver- 
tising Manager, Peter Silva, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 
20th of each month. All advertisers are advised to read 
the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the 
advertiser. Copies are available on request. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month for 


up to 4 lines. If more than 4 lines are required a 
- surcharge of 75 cents per line applies. 


WANTED TO BUY 


ARHS Bulletin — No. 234 of April 1957 and No. 461 of 
March 1976. Please phone Brian (03) 743 1918. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


| Would any reader who has a photo of W2 Tram 319 that 
existed in a park in Box Hill, please contact R. Lilburn, 
| (053) 67 1708. 


THE 
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~ SEATS ENGINE SEED 


I 

| 

| MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 

I 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 

| Phone: (03) 890 7027 

] Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
l Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

| Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


| 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
| Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


BRANCH LINE ~. 
itt 3 eS em 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 

HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


I 
| 1 
! I 
| l 
| l 
| I 
| ! 
l I 
(ee EAR | CO!!! 
| TRAIN WORLD ! 
| | 
| I 
| I 
| I 
| J 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
PEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
New and Used Models 

Australian, USA, UK 


Bankcard welcome 


(oe) 

Magazines and Books 
Good range always in stock 
Direct Importers 


Transport House 
589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 


Telephone 
03-619 4567 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


@ We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales. 
Mantua HO Steam Locomotives 


Lima Railways HO and OO scales. 

Hornby Railways OO scale. 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories. 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits. 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia. 


CALL IN AND BROWSE AROUND 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BROWSING 
9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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NEW VIDEO RELEASES 


COMMUTING 
BY CABLE 


A.R.E. Video is proud to present this programme, 
which turns back the clock to the days when cable 
trams where the principal form of public street 
transport in the city of Melbourne during more the 
leisurely times between the two great wars. Not only are 
the trams captured, but the way of life during this 
bygone era. 


Film has been assembled from a number of sources, 
including rare colour footage, and linked together by 
informative narration by John Reid and interesting 
recollections by Neville Govett, an authority on the 
cable trams, who as a young man, shot some of the 
footage included in this programme. 


While not a comprehensive history of the cable trams 
in Melbourne, it is a fond look back at the days when 
Melbournians were “Commuting by Cable”. 


Black and white/colour 
Hi sound §39°° 
ALSO JUST RELEASED 


U.S. PRODUCTIONS FROM VIDEO RAILS ALL WITH HI-FI SOUND 
WORLD’S FAIR DAYLIGHT 1984 60 mins., colour $49.95 
CAJON PASS 60 mins., colour $49.95 
TEHACHAPI LOOP 60 mins., colour $49.95 
N & W 1218 60 mins., colour $49.95 


ENGLAND: STEAM VIEW Volume 9, 55 mins., colour $39.95 Back issues 1-3 available now, 
Volumes 4-8 very soon. 


Available from: The Railfan Shop, 589 Collins Street, Melbourne 
Victorian Hobby Centre, 21A Swanston Street, Melbourne 
The Buffer Stop, Plenty Road, Preston 
The Engine Shed, Box Hill 
or ask your local hobby shop 


Trade Enquiries: A.R.E. Video, Box 8, P.O. Collins Street, Melbourne, 3000 
All tapes are for PURCHASE only and not available for rental. 
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